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- ,- HEBER CITY — The Utah Div- 
ision of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR) still plans to develop a mul- 
tiple-use recreational corridor 
along the Provo River, between 
Jordanelle Dam and Deer Creek 
Reservoir, and a Wasatch County 
landowner’s committee still hopes 

‚it will remain just a fishing stream. 

Wasatch County Commissioner 
Moroni Besendorfer, chairman of 
the committee, reported last week 
that the CUP Completion Act pro- 

Vides $110 million for environ- 

- mental projects, including devel- 
-> opment of the river parkway, and 
_ the Bureau of Reclamation plans to 
„buy all the property needed for 
-access to river by Oct, 1, even if it 
The bares di 3 

~ The büreau is building the park- 

"with the federal funds, then 
to DPR to manage. 
u Officials indicate 


a Paul Probst, another 
` the committee. x 
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vate property should be taken. To 
compromise, they are asking for as 
little property as possible to be tak- 
en; for livestock to be allowed on 
the river enough to continue farm 
operations; and for use to be limit- 
ed to fishing, or a minimum of 
additional activity. 

They are aiso asking for the cor- 
ridor to be left as natural as possi- 
ble, with minimal access points. 

They strongly object to the divi- 
sion’s proposal to purchase enough 
riverfront property to create a 
fenced corridor as wide as 1,000 
feet in some places. Farmers par- 
ticularly object to potential plans to 
ban livestock from the corridor, 
because the river bisects several 
farms and the ban would mean they 


would not be able to move their’ 


animals from one side of their 
property to the other. The purpose 
would be to protect Deer Creek 
Reservoir water quality, which 
provides culinary water for the 
‘Wasatch Front. 

““And yet theyll allow thou- 
sands of people to do anything they 
want in (the reservoir) on week- 
ends, and up the river,” observed 
member of 


Emer Wilson, one of the farm- 
ers with land on both sides of the 
river who has been fighting the 


- multiple use proposal since it was 


first announced 10 years ago, said 
he learned on recent tours of the 
streambeds ‘with state and federal 
officials that extensive changes in 


“Ail those streams will become fisheries. 
We've got to realize when they're going to 
make a fishery out of a creek, they will want 


the right for fishermen to go through your 


property.” 


— Farmer Emer Wilson 


the Provo River streambed are 
being planned to rehabilitate it to 
its original state as a prime fishery, 
which will include restoring the 
meandering, making the channel 
deeper and narrower, and rebuild- 


ing spawnin; eens. 

The problem is that Jordanelle 
water would have to be sent down 
the river at up to 600 cubic feet per 


second (cfs) to accommodate all’ 


the downstream water rights, but 


` the rehabilitated fishery would be 
destroyed if the flow isn’t kept be- 


ves 125 2300 cfs. i 

ince a large pipe, at least six 
Sia Hil be installed in 
the foothills along the east side of 


the Héber Valley, to distribute Jor- 
daneile irrigation water to a valley- 


“wide sprinkling system, the ob- 


vious solution would be to divert 
water from the pipe to the Lake 
Creek, Spring Creek, Center 
Creek streambeds, to transport it 


across the valley to Deer Creek 
Reservoir for use downstream, 
Wilson said. 

In addition, Wilson said Jorda- 
nelle water would be taken all the 
way to Daniels Creek, on the north 


‚side of the valley, -which will be 


reduced from a stream to'a small 
creek because water will no longer 
be diverted into the channel from 
the Strawberry drainage. He said 
the North Fields, which now are 
naturally flooded and require no 
irrigation, will become dry when 


. Jordaneile Dam blocks off the wa- ~ 
ter, so water also-would be trans- * 


ported across that area. And Be- 
sendorfer said a channel would be 
run along the north side of the 
valley to carry Jordanelle water to 
Midway. for irrigation and then 
into Snake Creek. . 

“AH those streams will become 
fisheries. We’ve got to realize 
when they”re going to make a fish- 


ery out of a creek, they will want 
the right for fishermen to go 
through your property,” Wilson 
said. ‘‘They’re asking for the same 
thing at Snake Creek, Lake Creek, 
Spring Creek, Center Creek, Dan- 
iels Creek, and the North Fields, 


- asalong the Provo.’’.. = Z 


Although © they” probably 
wouldn't be fully developed as 
parkways, Wilson said livestock 


«would be banned from the streams. 


Many farms straddle the creeks 
and those operations would be seri- 
ously affected if livestock could 
not cross the streams. 4 

Besendorfer said the bureau can 
exercise its power of eminent do- 
main and condemn what it needs if 


necessary. at 

“It’s tied in with the whole (Jor- 
danelie) project. We've tried to 
fight it, and stop it. But we've 
never been able to get:hold of an 
attorney yet that would tell us we 
could,”” said Besendorfer. 

Wilson said he thought access 
along all the streams except the 
Provo could be acquired by buying 
property from willing sellers rath- 
er than condemnation. 


52; are ibility that 
a corridor. up to 2,000-feet wide 
Provo River. One proposed reha- 
bilitation alternative would be to 
““remove-all levees ... relocate 
levees outside of 1,000 to' 2,000 
feet wide in the stream corridor.” 


The levees are riprap that keep the 
riverbanks intact and would be 


Provo Hiver parkway in Wasatch County 


moved back so the river could just 
meander its own way through the 
widened channel. 

‘That’s the one that would kill 
us...lt would just wipe us out,” 
said Besendorfer. . 

“There's a lot of money to be 
used, and it will be used, whether 
we like it or whether we don't,” he 
said. “There will be willing sellers 
and the land is going to disap- 

**I don't think each one of us can 
fight this alone. We need to pool 
our resources and put together 
whatever we need to do.”* : 

““We need to keep our tax base 
in place. We need to keep the im- 
pact as insignificant as we can in 
the county so it doesn’t upset the 
livelihood and operation of ranch- 
ers,” said Besendorfer, 

Besendorfer said public input 
has become an important part' of 
every CUP project and public 
hearings are required by the Com- 


-pletion Act. He said as he sits in the | 


planning meetings, he notices offi- 
cials are listening to the county’s 
concerns, which they didn't do | 
years ago. He said they are 
aware of the landowner’s commit- 
tee and that has beena real plus... 
However, committee members 
noted that it is common for govern- 
ment agencies to hold public hear- 
ings, record, study and respond to 
questions raised by the people, dnd 
then proceed as planned, without | 
incorporating any of the ideas or | 
solving any of the problems. 


